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It’s backstage at the beauty pageant and a bevy of nervous 
young women are putting the finishing touches to makeup and 
gowns. Excitement is high and faces glow with eager anticipation. 
For six weeks, girls from all walks of life have learnt what they 
need to take the stage and shine. Now is their moment and their 
chance to step confidently forward to claim the title  - and to 
change their lives.

Dianne Foley believes in the power of self-esteem. And her faith 
is refl ected in major success stories among her girls, many of 
whom begin the beauty pageant adventure fresh from the country 
and go on to breath-taking transformations.
Helping women achieve self-esteem was the major reason well-
known event organiser Dianne fi rst became involved with beauty 
pageants – and after 25 years, that reason is still a major factor.

The Franklin beauty pageant 
story began when Dianne 
was asked to organise a Harvest Queen contest for Franklin. 
The winner went onto Miss Franklin and until two years 
ago, those winners went to Miss Earth and Miss Asia Pacifi c. 
As success stories built, more local girls began to realise that 
pageants offered something unique.
“I talked to girls at local high schools because so many don’t 
believe they are beautiful. They have never thought about 
entering a beauty pageant, but we teach them what they need 
to take part in a pageant – how to speak into a microphone, 
what colours and styles best suit them, how to best present 
themselves on stage, how to walk. There are three walks, for 
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