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There is always such a lot to stash away in a living room. For a
start, very few modern living areas do not contain some form
of audiovisual equipment, even if a home theatre is situated in
another room a television is usually present in some form. Then there
are books, games, videos, cds, children’s toys, musical instruments,
school bags, perhaps items used in sewing or craft, magazines,
family photos and so on. There are basically two approaches to
storage : concealed or displayed. Those who prefer the formerwill tend
toward entertainment units where DVD players, sky decoders
etc are hidden behind closed doors, coffee tables that incorporate
storage drawers and ottomans with hinged tops that can hide
magazines or balls of wool. Those who opt for display will go for
lots of open shelving where the spines of hundreds of CDS or
DVDs can be seen at a glance. Whatever mode you favour the fact
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remains that adequate storage space is essential in a living room.
The flexibility of the space relies on its capacity to spill over with
the paraphernalia for one kind of pursuit — such as the games, con-
trols and cords of the video — then swallow them up to make way
for the next, entirely different activity, such as entertaining a visitor.
Even something as simple as the inclusion of a toy box can go a long
way toward freeing up the living room and maximizing its poten-
tial. Providing a place where dolls, trucks, building blocks and board
games can be stashed away means that the room can easily undergo
the transformation from créche and playroom through the daylight
hours into a place where adults can seek some restorative peace and
quiet at night.

To encourage children to put their toys away, make storage fun.
Use different colours boxes or fabric bags that they can easily
relate to, fold up, stack up and pack away.

There are so many different storage solutions available that it is
often hard to decide exactly what you require. Remember that each
item will need to blend in with your current décor.

If you have lovely neutral walls, and a very calming colour scheme,
the last thing you want is bright yellow or red storage systems out on
display.

If you are lucky enough to have a storage cupboard, call in the
expert storage designers. Remember wardrobe designers, I like to call
them the space designers, can easily design areas for items while still
being able to access them easier without having to completely disas-
semble the entire cupboard for one CD!

When designing your ultimate storage area, it’s also a good time to
go through all those bits and pieces and decide if you really need
them all.

When storing items in boxes, make a list of what’s
inside and attach it to the front.

E mail me with any queries you have. Happy Sorting!!!
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